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Editorial 
You may have heard that Matt is leaving our shores for 

sunnier climes, heading to the Sunflower State of North 

America (Kansas to me and you). With this in mind, he’s 

asked me to come on board and help keep the UK 

perspective of Teen Librarian while he dives into US 

priorities. He’s still very much at the helm but I’m looking 

forward to doing my bit. 

So, a brief introduction: some of you may know me 

as CazApr1 on twitter, where I’ve been blathering about 

books and libraries since 2009. I have worked in libraries 

since 2004, finished my MA in librarianship in 2007, moved 

from public libraries to a school library in 2009, and 

Chartered in 2014. I have been on the CILIP YLG London 

committee since 2010, am currently Chair and have just 

finished my tenure as CKG judge. My 3-year-old arrived as I 

started pre-reading for CKG (she wasn’t 3 at the time…), and 

I currently work in a special school library only one day a 

week. I enjoy rescuing and rejuvenating libraries that have 

been unloved for years, and supporting colleagues with 

ideas for engaging students of all ages and abilities, as well 

as reading lots and lots of kids books.  Now that the 

enforced CKG secrecy over what I’m reading has ended, I 

hope to contribute book reviews and book-lists to the site 

and newsletter, as well as articles about Important Things. 

- - 

This issue of Teen Librarian Monthly is possibly the last that I 

will be editing from the UK – unless I get July to bed before 

or on the 11th.   

 

If anyone is interested in writing or submitting articles or 

posts for the newsletter or website please let Caroline or I 

know, either via e-mail or hit us up on twitter. I am 

@mattlibrarian and Caroline is @cazapr1 
 

https://twitter.com/CazApr1
https://twitter.com/mattlibrarian
https://twitter.com/CazApr1


 

Libraries for Privacy Toolkit   
Scottish PEN has created a new toolkit to support library staff, volunteers and users to protect their 

digital security and privacy. 

Scottish PEN is the Scottish branch of PEN International, a worldwide association of writers, founded 

in London in 1921 to promote friendship and intellectual co-operation among writers everywhere. 

The toolkit can be read here: https://issuu.com/scottishpen/docs/libraries_for_privacy_toolkit_digit 

Voice and Vision 
Jake Hope 

The hope when writing Voice and Vision was to provide support to 

primary and secondary school libraries in ensuring their collections 

and services are inclusive. Its aim was to consider diversity in its 

widest sense, exploring its different aspects, what the Equality Act 

terms protected characteristics, including social class, physical 

make-up, learning needs, sexuality, gender, race, religion, mental 

health and more.  

The publication seeks to raise awareness of some of the context of 

these in relation to books and reading for children and young 

people and to raise questions, acting as a starting point for 

increasing our awareness and providing further reading and 

guidance through signposting to related organisations and 

information for those interested in discovering more.  

With a calendar of events and a number of project case studies, the publication can assist with 

programming. It concludes with views and opinions from a cross section of authors, illustrators, 

academics and bloggers intending to serve as a potent reminder as to how multi-faceted and many 

faced diversity can be.  Continuing to explore its different elements feels very important and at the 

Youth Libraries Group conference, 'Reading the Future' a session has been programmed to explore 

the impact of unconscious bias, cultural appropriation and colonisation on collections  

Reading the Future the Youth Libraries Group Conference 2018 
September 21st - 23rd, Manchester 

The Youth Libraries Group National Conference will return in September 2018 and be held in 

Manchester, one of the newest UNESCO Cities of Literature. 

Taking place from 21st -23 September at the Mercure Hotel, Piccadilly the Reading the Future; 

conference will explore the importance of reading as a key plank in library provision, the impact it is 

able to have on children, young people and their life chances and challenges and changes that affect 

its future through provision and practice. 

Research will be presented by key agencies including BookTrust and the National Literacy Trust and a 

selection of exciting and innovative authors and illustrators will provide their ideas. 

The conference will also include the gala dinner for the Carnegie and Kate Greenaway Medals 

making this an unmissable opportunity for all interested in libraries and children's literature. 

Keep your eyes peeled for news about bursaries and updates to the programme. 

https://www.cilip.org.uk/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1059241&group=201316 

 

https://issuu.com/scottishpen/docs/libraries_for_privacy_toolkit_digit
https://www.cilip.org.uk/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1059241&group=201316


 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Behind Closed Doors: why do teenagers end up homeless in the UK 

today? 
Miriam Halahmy  

 
According to the Joseph Rowntree Association, around 75,000 young people contact homeless 
services each year. The main trigger for youth homelessness is relationship breakdown. Young 
people are so vulnerable on the streets that some schools have even opened accommodation for 
pupils forced out of home. Many young people ‘sofa surf’– sleep on a friend’s couch – to avoid 
sleeping rough. 
 
In 1966, the film, Cathy Come Home, by Ken Loach was shown on British TV. It depicted the slide into 
homelessness by a young couple and the loss of their children into Care. The film shocked the nation 
and the charity, Shelter, was set up the following year to help the homeless.  
 
This film triggered a lifelong concern in me for homeless people. I initiated fund raising events for 
Shelter as a young person. As a teacher I worked in the Kings Cross area in the 1980s, notorious for 
horrible bed and breakfast accommodation for homeless families. Mothers would tell me how the 
adults were often placed on a different floor to their children. I have also run writing workshops for 
homeless people and listened to their stories.  
 
My new novel, Behind Closed Doors, Firefly Press, June 2018, examines why young people may be 
faced with the spectre of homelessness and rough sleeping. 
 
Josie and Tasha, both fifteen, attend the same school and live near each other in a small town. When 
their families let them down, they find themselves unlikely allies in a battle for survival. 
 
Josie’s mum is an obsessive-compulsive hoarder and has just filled up Josie’s room – the last clean 
place in the house - while her daughter was at school. Josie feels there’s no place for her at home 
anymore. Tasha’s mum provides a good life style but her new boyfriend is after Tasha, while denying 
his behaviour to Tasha’s mum. Neither girl is secure at home anymore. 
 
Tasha’s running out of friends for sleepovers. “Bottom line is I can’t sleep rough. They rape you. End 
of. Being homeless … is what I’m MOST terrified of.” 
 
Josie’s been saving up for a deposit to rent her own flat and move out. But then things take a turn 
for the worse and she has to shelter Tasha one stormy night. “We stare at each other and in that 
moment everything between us changes. Tasha with the mum who doesn’t protect her and me with 
the mum in prison, neither of us with a proper home.” 
 
The author, Anne Cassidy has read Behind Closed Doors and comments, “This novel moves at a 
breathless pace showing the two girls coping in impossible circumstances. Miriam Halahmy 
successfully uses a light touch with this dark material. I thoroughly enjoyed it.” 
 
Behind Closed Doors by Miriam Halahmy is available now from all good booksellers 
www.miriamhalahmy.com  

 
 

 

 

http://www.fireflypress.co.uk/node/400
http://www.miriamhalahmy.com/


 

 

 

 

 



 

 

https://www.cilip.org.uk/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1120177&group=201313  

 

https://www.cilip.org.uk/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1120177&group=201313


https://www.cilip.org.uk/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1120175&group=201313   

 

The National Trust Children's Book Festival is back and heading to Quarry Bank on Saturday 23 - 

Sunday 24 June 2018. Unleash your imagination and meet your favourite children's authors and 

illustrators. With storytelling, crafts, workshops, readings, live illustration and much more, this is a 

must-do for bookworms of all ages. 

For full details about the book festival visit:                                        

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/quarry-bank/features/childrens-book-festival-at-quarry-bank 

Engaging Students using Technology in the Library 
On Wednesday 6th June School Librarian of the Year 2017 Lucas Maxwell on ran a workshop about 

ways to use technology to connect students to the authors they love and to other students around 

the world so they can share their love of reading. This was live-streamed and also recorded, so if you 

were not able to attend his presentation either in person or virtually, you can still access it on 

YouTube here: https://youtu.be/CdcXRwLr7Xc  

School Librarians: Apply Now for Our Free Sets of Comic Books 
Are you a secondary school librarian interested in comics and graphic novels? 

Scottish Book Trust is looking for creative and dynamic librarians to take part in its Dive Into Comics 

project. We have sets of twenty different graphic novels to gift to librarians who want to inspire 

pupils to read and/or write during the autumn term. 

What’s included in the set? 
The set of 20 graphic novels has been selected with the help of Little Shop of Heroes. They range 

from superhero comics like Batgirl of Burnside and Huck to coming-of-age stories such as Giant Days 

and Plutona. LGBTQ+ characters are represented in titles like Taproot and Lumberjanes. Your pupils 

can revel in the silliness of Dungeon Fun or explore the melancholy beauty of Mooncop. We hope 

this selection has something for everyone! 

For full details on how to apply visit:  http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning/teachers-

librarians/librarians/school-librarians-apply-now-for-our-free-sets-of-comic-books  

CILIP Carnegie & Kate Greenaway Medals Announcement 
Watch the announcement ceremony live on Monday 18th June from 12pm hee: 

http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/stream.php  

https://www.cilip.org.uk/events/EventDetails.aspx?id=1120175&group=201313
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/quarry-bank/features/childrens-book-festival-at-quarry-bank
https://youtu.be/CdcXRwLr7Xc
http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning/teachers-librarians/librarians/school-librarians-apply-now-for-our-free-sets-of-comic-books
http://www.scottishbooktrust.com/learning/teachers-librarians/librarians/school-librarians-apply-now-for-our-free-sets-of-comic-books
http://www.carnegiegreenaway.org.uk/stream.php

