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Write for Teen Librarian Monthly:  

Are you running a fantastic programme of events for young readers? Share what you are doing and what 

you have done! I would love to hear more about what has worked well for you and even what has not 

(there are no failures – only learning opportunities) 

All Comments Welcome: 

Do you have an idea for future articles for TLM? Let me know what you would like to see more of in 

upcoming issues. 

Subscribe: 

Subscription is free! Just send me an e-mail asking to be added  
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Editorial 
Welcome to the November issue of Teen Librarian Monthly! This has been a tumultuous month, 

which going by the year so far should not have been as surprising as it has been. It appears that the 

world is taking a slide to the right and we as Library & Information Professionals should all do what 

we can to educate and uplift all those that use the services that we provide no matter where we are. 

The LILAC Conference is one of the best events on the library calendar (according to those that I 

know who have attended), for 2017 the committee is offering bursaries for those who wish to 

attend from School, FE, Public and Health Libraries. 

I have recently created a new poster titled “How To…” that is available to download from my 

website.  

If you know any colleagues that have gone beyond the requirements of the job to make a 

contribution to the Library & Information profession in the UK then why not nominate them for an 

Informed Peer recognition Award! 

If you were in or near London on the 5th November then it is highly likely that you attended the 

Libraries, Museums & Galleries Demonstration, I was there and saw a number of friends and 

colleagues, if you were among the approximately 2,500 marchers and did not say hello let me know 

what you thought of the day! 

Holocaust Memorial Day is coming up in January and you are now able to order the activities pack 

from the HMD Trust. 

During the October half Term I was fortunate enough to be invited to the Parliamentary Education 

Centre to find out about their educational offer to schools, you can read a brief report on what they 

offer. 

This month we welcome back Paul register who  has provided an incredibly interesting history of the 

Excelsior Award and the Excelsior Award Junior as well as what is happening with the awards now 

(hint: registration for 2017 has opened). 

After the shock that occurred during the US elections I had a nebulous idea that I have called Read 

the Vote on how Libraries could help with reaching out to the public with accurate information on 

voting and what policies parties and individuals promote so that the electorate could make an 

informed decision. 

Gene Luen Yang has been one of my favourite cartoonists for over a decade! If you have not 

discovered his work yet then I implore you to try American Born Chinese, Boxers/Saints or The 

Shadow Hero. He has recently become the US National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature 

and has issued the Reading Without Walls Challenge (http://www.cbcbooks.org/reading-without-

walls/ ) to encourage young readers to read outside their comfort zones. 

Bev Humphrey is one of my favourite library people and for years has been a source of information 

and advice for me on my path as a School Librarian, she has written an article on the School Librarian 

Association Photography Competition currently running on Instagram and Twitter. 

Lastly, the Eight Questions With… interview makes a comeback this month and features amazing 

author Miriam Halahmy. 

I know politically around the world we may be in for a rough time so I would like to end by 

paraphrasing the words of Professor Dumbledore (with apologies to JK Rowling):  

Help will always be given in Libraries to those who ask for it.  

http://www.cbcbooks.org/reading-without-walls/
http://www.cbcbooks.org/reading-without-walls/


 
 
 

LILAC 2017 Bursary Offer 
For LILAC 2017 we are pleased to announce that we are offering 4 free conference places for 

librarians working in the following sectors in the UK: 

 Schools 

 Further Education 

 Public 

 Health (e.g. NHS – please note; librarians working in Higher Education who support health 

subjects are not eligible to apply) 

The conference place includes 3 days attendance of all LILAC sessions and our social events 

(networking evening and conference dinner). Accommodation and travel expenses up to the value of 

£250 are also available if required. 

To be eligible for a place you must be a librarian or information professional working in the above 

mentioned sectors in the UK. You will have to show your commitment to information literacy by 

writing a short personal statement and explaining what benefits you would gain from attending the 

conference and how you intend to use your conference experience in your work. 

For full details and to apply, follow this link: http://www.lilacconference.com/lilac-2017/bursary  

How to… 

An A3 poster of “How To…” can be downloaded here:           

http://teenlibrarian.co.uk/2016/11/10/how-to/  

The Informed Peer Recognition Awards 
The Informed Peer Recognition Award (IPRA) recognises the contributions of a library and 

information professional working in the UK who has gone beyond the requirements of their job to 

make a positive difference. Nominations can fall under one of the following three categories; 

 For those who have demonstrated a commitment to, or substantial involvement in activities 

which will contribute to the development of services and/or resources that will provide a 

benefit to the public. 

 For those who have worked to deliver improvements to a service (be it private, public, or 

voluntary) for the benefit of users and provide them with a better experience when 

interacting with the service. 

 For those who have worked across the profession to improve an aspect of it for the benefit 

of others. 

For full details on the IPR Awards and to nominate a colleague, follow this link: 

http://theinformed.org.uk/faqs/ 

  

http://www.lilacconference.com/lilac-2017/bursary
http://teenlibrarian.co.uk/2016/11/10/how-to/
http://theinformed.org.uk/faqs/


 
 
 

#5thNovDemo 
At noon on the 5th November I joined friends, 

colleagues and around 2500 other fellow believers 

in Museums, Galleries and a comprehensive, fully-

staffed Library service outside the British Library on 

a march through London. 

It was amazing – I saw so many people I have 

known for years but seldom see in real life (and 

that was just the Librarians). Amongst the library 

supporters was Alan Gibbons who had a pivotal 

role in organising everyone, acting as master of 

ceremonies and making sure that speakers got to 

the megaphone; Lord Bird the cross-bench peer 

also made an appearance and gave a rousing and 

moving speech about the cost of closing libraries, 

his words are still echoing in my head two days 

later, Michael Rosen was his normal fiery self and 

Chris Riddell current Children’s Laureate spoke as 

well and apparently drew as he walked. Philip 

Ardagh loomed imposingly like a giant, bearded 

Moai statue and spoke as he usually does 

incredibly eloquently. 

There were so many people I know online in attendance – most of whom I only found out about 

after the event which is a shame as I love meeting people that I have only know via e-mail or twitter. 

I joined my fellow School Librarians bringing up the rear of the march, the whole event was 

impeccably organised and run by Unison shop stewards. The Metropolitan Police were also in 

attendance and kept a low profile throughout making sure that traffic kept its distance and 

otherwise acting unobtrusively. 

One of the most heartening things of the march was the fantastic level of public support, from 

drivers hooting and waving and people on the side-lines applauding as we walked past. 

This is the first time since the anti-austerity March for a Difference march I 2011 that I have been 

able to get out and stand up for libraries and I have missed it! 

Holocaust Memorial Day 2017 pack 
The Activity Pack is for Holocaust Memorial Day activity organisers to help facilitate activities. It 

contains a set of posters, an example of our free handout materials, a sample About HMD booklet, 

information for educators, a set of stickers, a metal HMD badge and guidance for putting on your 

activity.   - See more at: http://hmd.org.uk/content/order-or-download-activity-pack 

Parliamentary Education Centre 
The purpose-built Parliamentary Education Centre was opened in July 2015, this world-class 

education facility was designed to inspire and connect young people with Parliament and 

democracy. 

Booking a Visit 
At present you are only able to book a visit via telephone; bookings are taken three times a year. 

Telephone bookings for Summer term 2017 will open on Friday 13th January 2017 from 8:30am. 

http://hmd.org.uk/content/order-or-download-activity-pack


 
 
 

Please telephone the bookings team on 020 7219 4496 to book. Summer term dates are between 

Tuesday 18th April to Friday 21st July (excluding 1st May bank holiday and half term 29th May - 2nd 

June) 

Visits are open to schools throughout the United Kingdom, a transport subsidy is available to schools 

outside London and the South East. Full details on the subsidy can be found at: 

www.parliament.uk/education/visit-parliament-with-your-school/faqs-and-subsidy/transport-

subsidy/  

The centre will more than double the number of young people able to visit Parliament with their 

schools, increasing the number of student visitors each year from 45,000 to 100,000;                 

provide much-needed facilities for visiting schools, including a lunch space, bag-storage area and 

dedicated toilet facilities and will provide, for the first time, a dedicated learning environment for 

Parliament’s education work. 

If you are wondering if it is worth a trip, the answer is yes. The Education Centre offers: 

Themed rooms 
Each of the learning spaces has a theme which is intended to add to the exciting experience of 

visiting the Education Centre. Four of the learning spaces will be themed, respectively, Commons, 

Lords, Monarchy, and My Parliament. 

Augmented reality 
The Commons, Lords and Monarchy rooms each contain augmented reality experiences. In the 

Commons, Sir Winston Churchill introduces young people to the Chamber; in the Lords, students can 

explore a 3D model of the chamber and follow the Yeoman Usher as he puts the mace in place each 

session; and, in the Monarchy room, portraits of Queen Victoria and King Charles I come to life and 

talk about their relationship with Parliament. 

Immersive ‘Discovery’ space 
This is a sensory, interactive room that plunges students into an immersive environment via the use 

of 360° projection technology. Three experiences have initially been developed: 

 15 minute virtual tour through Parliament and democracy’s history: The Parliament Story 

 Virtual recreations of the House of Commons and House of Lords chambers 

 Recreations of an historical event connected to each Chamber: the 1908 suffragettes protest 

in the House of Commons, and an attempt to gain access to the House of Lords chamber in 

1739 by the Duchess of Queensbury. 

Apart from dedicated lessons, tours of Parliament and a meeting with their Member of Parliament is 

on offer through the Education Centre. 

Full details on what is available for school visits can be found here: 

http://www.parliament.uk/education/visit-parliament-with-your-school/  

For schools unable to make the journey to Parliament, their outreach teams offer a number of 

events based in schools. These include workshops and assemblies; competitions and awards; visits 

to schools by MPs and Lords, a Skype chat with the Speaker of the House. Full details of school visits 

and how to organise them are also available on the Education centre website: 

http://www.parliament.uk/education/outreach-in-your-school/  

 

 

 

http://www.parliament.uk/education/visit-parliament-with-your-school/faqs-and-subsidy/transport-subsidy/
http://www.parliament.uk/education/visit-parliament-with-your-school/faqs-and-subsidy/transport-subsidy/
http://www.parliament.uk/education/visit-parliament-with-your-school/
http://www.parliament.uk/education/outreach-in-your-school/


 
 
 

The Excelsior Award and Excelsior Award Junior – New Beginnings 
Paul Register 

At the time of writing I have recently opened 

registration for the 2017 Excelsior Award and 

Excelsior Award Junior. If you’ve never heard of 

these awards they are, simply put, the largest and 

most successful book awards for graphic novels and 

manga in the UK and Ireland where children decide 

the winners. This will be the seventh year I have 

been running and organising these awards… but, in 

many ways, the changes I’ve introduced to the “All-

New, All-Different” (it’s a Marvel reference) 

Excelsior Awards this year make it feel like I’m starting everything afresh. I’ll explain why. 

Firstly, and perhaps most importantly, this is the first year I’ve started charging a fee for 

participation. In the past, I have always managed to incorporate it into my school librarian job and so 

have never needed to charge anything. I was able to work on the administration side of the awards 

whilst running a library and the school/college got the kudos of being associated with an 

international book award plus hosting a very well-attended awards ceremony in the summer where 

they could show off their facilities to other schools. However, now I work as a freelancer I no longer 

have that luxury and simply can’t afford to run the award as a hobby in my spare time any longer. I 

can’t commit so much time and energy to a project – no matter how much I love doing it – without 

being financially responsible towards my family and other “grown up” obligations.  

That decision brought me to another decision – or 

rather, somebody else’s decision. From 2011 to 

2016, the Excelsior Award was called the Stan Lee 

Excelsior Award, in tribute to one of the greatest 

creative minds to have ever worked in comics. 

Nobody was more surprised than me when Stan first 

gave permission for me to use his name for this 

literacy-enhancing scheme… but gave it he did. A 

year later, I was fortunate enough to meet with him in London and discuss that year’s shortlist with 

him. He was particularly thrilled to see the Classical Comics adaptation of Wuthering Heights on 

there! The next year we sent him one of our special award t-shirts (he chose the green one). When I 

made the decision to start charging, it seemed only fair to inform him of this change and allow him 

to decide whether it was appropriate to continue using his name. Stan’s legal people informed me 

that he would no longer be able to be openly associated with the awards due to his various other 

contractual agreements with Marvel and other publishers. As far as I am concerned that is 

completely acceptable and understandable. I renamed/shortened the award and made a special 

page on the website paying homage to the inspirational godfather of modern superhero comics – 

Stan Lee. Which brings me on to the award’s next big change… new websites! 

I always anticipated a day without Stan’s endorsement – this is why I also used the word “Excelsior” 

(one of Stan’s catchphrases) in the title – so no domain name change was required. However, the 

website for the Excelsior Award had remained the same since 2012 and was starting to get a little 

clunky and… over-filled. Both awards’ websites needed a facelift and streamlining. And what better 

time to design two new websites than now!? I hope they are a little easier for librarians and teachers 

to navigate. And thanks need to go to my friend Amy at Cakes With Faces 

(https://www.cakeswithfaces.co.uk/)  for the new logos! 

https://www.cakeswithfaces.co.uk/


 
 
 

So where are we at now? Well, the registration fee for the Excelsior Award is £22.50 (£15 for the 

Excelsior Award Junior). You fill in the online form 

(http://www.excelsioraward.co.uk/registration.html) and I send you an invoice for your Finance 

department to sort out. Simple as that! There’s several special offers available and I will even sort 

out ordering the shortlisted books for you too if you wish (the maximum cost of those has never 

changed). And the main benefits of spending such a small amount of money? You get to inspire 

loads of students, encourage even more reading for pleasure and put some fantastic books in your 

library! That’s what the Excelsior Awards are all about - getting kids reading and getting them 

excited about graphic novels and manga! Your school will have hundreds of kids who want to see 

the best graphic novels in your library. Tap into that potential, that hunger for reading. The 2017 

shortlists will be announced in the next couple of weeks. I sincerely hope you’ll like them. I suspect 

your students will. They always have in the past. 

If you would like to ask any questions about either of the Excelsior Awards, please contact me using 

the websites below: 

http://www.excelsioraward.co.uk/ 

http://www.excelsiorawardjunior.co.uk/ 

Read the Vote 
When it comes to politics and Libraries I have always skirted around the edges, although my 

sympathies lie firmly on the left I did not want to align this site too closely with any particular side of 

the political divide as I know librarians on the left and right that use the site and did not want to 

alienate either. 

Like many people on the left and centre I have been shaken by political developments across the 

world and the rightward lurch currently occurring in western democracies. I have decided to be 

more open with my political views and become more politically active where possible. 

Libraries, are intensely political – no matter what has been said about them being apolitical; any 

institution that exists to uplift all parts of society is inherently democratic and intensely liberal – no 

matter the political leanings of the council or staff. 

With that in mind I would like to suggest that Librarians and Library Staff step in whenever there are 

local or national elections and get the public to 

Read the Vote! 

This idea was sparked by reading about Rock the Vote a movement that has, since the 1990s, fused 

pop culture, music, art & technology to fulfil its mission of building long-term youth political power. 

Libraries are perfectly placed to provide plain English (or first language of choice) information on all 

sides of the political discussion, that includes Public Libraries, School Libraries, University and College 

Libraries and any others that provide a service. The idea is not to push a partisan agenda but provide 

the information and context required for voters to make an informed choice when it comes to 

electing officials or making other nation-shaking choices (the Brexit vote for example). 

This can be run on a local level with Local Government elections and on a national level with mid-

term and national elections. 

At present this is just a nebulous idea and I would like to hear suggestions on how this could be 

made a reality or if it is even feasible. Please feel free to make your views known via email or in the 

comments field at: http://teenlibrarian.co.uk/2016/11/11/read-the-vote/  

  

http://www.excelsioraward.co.uk/registration.html
http://www.excelsioraward.co.uk/
http://www.excelsiorawardjunior.co.uk/
http://teenlibrarian.co.uk/2016/11/11/read-the-vote/


 
 
 



 
 
 

School Library Association Photography Competition 
Bev Humphrey 

Are you an Instagram user? Do you enjoy taking photographs? A new competition from the School 

Library Association could be just right for you then!  

The bookish community on Instagram, using hashtag #bookstagram, is huge and browsing the 

hashtag is a great way to get reading recommendations, connect with like minded people or share 

your current favourite read. Book challenges are popular too, there are many set each month, with a 

different theme for your daily photo, book rainbow or YA shelfie for example. You don’t have to take 

part every day in the month but it’s a creative way to share the reading love and good fun too. There 

are so many fantastic people to follow but I’d suggest starting with 

https://www.instagram.com/bookriot/   

https://www.instagram.com/miss_liz/    

https://www.instagram.com/grimmreaders/  

and  

https://www.instagram.com/chris_riddell/ who posts a drawing every day.  

In November some of the book challenges are under these hashtags: 

https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/novbookstagram/  

https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/FlippingthroughNovember/  

https://www.instagram.com/explore/tags/SLARead80Nov/ 

The School Library Association has set a competition for anyone of any age to enter, for which you 

are asked to take a photo that shows people celebrating the joy of reading. You don’t need to be an 

SLA member and you can interpret the theme any way you like and multiple entries are encouraged!   

There are some great prizes to be won - Microlibrarian Reading Cloud subscriptions for schools and 

national book tokens and books for individual entrants. You can submit entries either by uploading 

the pictures to Twitter or Instagram using the hashtag #SLARead80 or you can email them to 

ICT@SLA.org.uk with the heading SLA80.  

The closing date for the competition is Friday 23rd December so why not get snapping and try to win 

yourself a bookish prize. 
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Eight Questions With… Miriam Halahmy: The Emergency Zoo 
Hi Miriam, welcome back to TeenLibrarian! I am excited to have you here as we will be discussing 

your new book The Emergency Zoo. 

The destruction of pets in Britain at the outbreak of World War 

2 is a little-known and tragic side-note to the war, how did you 

find out about it? 

I check the news on my smartphone and one day in early 2014 I 

read a piece which said that at the outbreak of WW2 three 

quarters of a million pets were put down. I was absolutely 

astonished. I have read an enormous amount about WW2 but I 

had never heard such a story. There’s a novel here, I decided and 

my next thought was, What would the children do? What if they 

decide to hide their pets to save them from destruction and then 

of course they would have to decide what they would do when 

they were evacuated themselves. This was an idea with some 

really knotty problems to solve – exactly the sort of problems I 

love to wrestle with as I write – and so my story was born. 

 

What was the initial spark that inspired you to write this story? 

See the answer above. 

You packed quite a lot into the 11 days over which the story is set, how much planning did you do 

before you started writing? 

I rather like it when my books race along and have to achieve a lot in a short time frame. But there 

were several really difficult things which I needed to consider. Where to hide the pets? How to feed 

them? How to stop them from running away? How to keep the secret from the adults? What to do 

with them when all the children are evacuated? Into the mix I also decided that Tilly and Rosy would 

have a further issue about Rosy’s evacuation. 

My planning for a book involves firstly a character list and often I break into free writing once I start 

planning a character which takes me into possible scenes for the story. Next I decide on the crises 

which the characters will be faced with. Then the climax and finally the resolution. All of my 

questions had to be answered along the way and of course, as I am writing and discovering more 

and more about my characters and the plot, then changes have to be factored in. So although I do 

some initial planning, it is not a rigid process for me, rather guidelines to keep me moving forward. 

The British have always been described as a nation of animal-lovers – how do you think the 

government came up with such an awful idea in the run up to the war? 

One of the things I try to show in this book is the context of WW2 and how much it was influenced 

by WW1. As war became inevitable the grown-ups were more and more preoccupied by their 

separate fears. The men in many cases had been in the trenches and they were desperately worried 

about ending up in that nightmare again. The women knew that the cities would be bombed and 

were terrified that their children would be hurt or killed and their homes destroyed. Therefore the 

pets were the last thing on many people’s minds. Gradually over the summer, the culling of the pets 

began to take place. People reasoned that pets could go mad when the bombing started and might 

run round attacking people. There were no gas masks for pets and the government was certain there 



 
 
 

would be gas attacks. The entire nation was issued with gas masks in 1939 well before war broke 

out. In addition people did not think they could feed their pets when rationing started. But the final 

straw only days before war was declared, was an announcement from the government that pets 

would not be allowed in public shelters. Saving people was the priority. Yes, Britain is a nation of 

animal lovers, but these were exceptional circumstances.  

 

I love how you wove so many strands of society together into the story from working class to 

upper class including children of the Kindertransport – all united in their love for their pets. Would 

you describe The Emergency Zoo as partly an anti-class novel? 

I am very interested in social and political issues and for this book I was keen to show that life in the 

1930s was precarious and without any sort of welfare state or help from the government. If you 

were poor, unable to work, even as a result of war injuries as in the case of Bert Scudder, there was 

no support for you and your family. People literally starved or died of illnesses because they couldn’t 

afford medical treatment. 

Tilly’s father is very aware of the differences between the working classes and those in a more 

privileged position in society. Although this book is for children, I feel that these issues can be 

introduced and if they are woven into the story rather than lecturing in the narrative, then I think 

they can have quite a strong impact. Certainly the issues have been outlined so that they could be 

discussed further in the classroom, or at home with adults. 

In my story, I show how children transcend cultural and class differences and simply enjoy playing 

together and in this case, sharing a secret together. 

Are any parts of the novel based on your childhood experiences? 

When I was a child in the 1960s children were completely free to roam about. ‘Playing out till dark,’ 

was the mantra. We would wave goodbye to our mums and go off on our bikes to the playgrounds, 

the shops, along the canals and over the railway bridges. We always had the money for a phone call 

in our pockets in case we had to ring home but other than that we were told to ask a policeman if 

we were lost “and make sure you’re always polite!” Children today have lost that great freedom and 

it is a great shame. 

It is very difficult to measure how much more danger there is today –we did some crazy things as 

kids and children did get injured, lost and even abducted. The Moors murders took place in the 

1960s. But I do think we were more resourceful because we had to take care of ourselves and each 

other. I have never forgotten the joy of that freedom and wanted to recreate it in this book. 

Do you have any plans to continue the story of Tilly, Rosy and their friends? 

I have just finished a book set in the Blitz and this focuses on children who lived in London during the 

bombing. It is a very different book. However, I do have ideas for a book which could follow Tilly and 

Rosy into evacuation and perhaps one day I will write that book too. 

Would you be able to recommend any other works for readers that would like to explore the 

history and themes they encounter in your book? 

Carrie’s War by Nina Bowden, a novel about the experience of evacuation. 

The Girl with a White Dog by Anne Booth, set in both the present day and Nazi Germany, this book 

covers themes of intolerance and fear of the Other.  

We came as Children, edited by Karen Gershon, accounts by people who came on the 

Kindertransport 


