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Editorial

Welcome  to  the  February  edition  of 
TLM.  This months newsletter  contains 
a  link  to  a  graphic  novel  protection 
pamphlet  (see below)  as well  as news 
on  the  Lewisham  Book  Award,  the 
ADVocates  programme  run  by  ADV 
Films and information on the new Seven 
Stories website.  Links to two reports by 
CSN  are  also  available  as  is  a  new 
event  idea  for  Teen  Reading  Groups. 
This  months  author  interview  is  with 
Greg Neri.

Graphic Novel Protection

Ana Lara-Franco of the Oakland Public 
Library  Teenzone  has  created  a 
pamphlet on protecting Graphic Novels. 
She has agreed to make it available to 
librarians in the UK, to download a pdf 
click  on  this  link: 
http://tinyurl.com/3ambpk  

Lewisham Book Award Event

The  Lewisham  Book  Award  is  in  it’s 
second  year  and  this  time  it’s  bigger 
than  ever.  The  Award  was  set  up  by 
local  secondary  school  librarians  to 
champion  and promote  great  reads  for 
young  people.  Each  year  the  school 
librarians pre-select a shortlist of books 
which are read and discussed by young 
people  in  secondary  schools  across 
Lewisham, with a vote to decide on the 
winner.

This  year  secondary  schools  have 
teamed  up  with  Lewisham Library  and 
Information  Service  to  celebrate  these 
books  during  the  National  Year  of 
Reading and  to  welcome  shortlisted 
author  Sam  Enthoven  of  the  Black 
Tattoo to the borough.

The  event  at  Lewisham  Library  on 
Thursday  7th February  saw young 
people  from  nine  secondary schools 
working in teams to present one of the 

shortlisted books to the group, with Sam 
Enthoven judging the best presentation. 
We  were  delighted  that  the  Young 
Mayor of Lewisham was able to attend 
the event and to thank Sam on behalf of 
the participating students. 

The  winners  of  the  best  presentation 
were a mixed team of Yr8 students from 
Prendergast  and  Knight’s  Academy  - 
Kate  Deedman,  Rukshana  Uddin, 
Alexandra  Truong  and  Nicole  Akano. 
However Sam, when speaking about his 
choice, said that he was truly impressed 
with the quality of all the presentations, 
and  complemented all  the  participants. 
He said that judging by their efforts, the 
students demonstrated that they had the 
capability  to  achieve  whatever  goals 
they  set  themselves.  He  went  on  to 
encourage  them  to  keep  reading,  a 
sentiment the Young Mayor echoed.

The  overall  winner  of  the  book  award 
will  be  decided  by  young  people  and 
announced in March.

The shortlisted titles are:
The boy in the striped pyjamas -  John 
Boyne
The black tattoo - Sam Enthoven
The wave runners - Kai Meyer
The book of everything - Guus Kuijer
The outlaw Varjak Paw - S.F. Said
Hybrids - David Thorpe

Sam Enthoven & the Year 8 Winners
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Sam & the Young Mayor of Lewisham

Narrowing the Gap

The Narrowing the Gap (NtG) Project, of 
which  CSN is  a  member,  is  calling  for 
evidence of what really works in helping 
to  narrow  the  gap  between  the  most 
vulnerable children in England and their 
peers.  Anyone  with  an  interest  in 
improving  outcomes  for  children  and 
young  people  is  invited  to  make  a 
submission.

Please  click  on  this  link
http://tinyurl.com/3cqzn9  

New  Children's  Literature  Website 
now Live

Seven Stories, the Centre for Children’s 
Books, is proud to announce the launch 
of  its  new  website,  giving  access  to 
records  of  its  extensive  collection  of 
artwork  and  archives.   The  site  is 
accessible from the main Seven Stories 
website  www.sevenstories.org.uk – just 
click on the collection tab on the home 
page.

Authors such as Philip Pullman, Robert 
Westall, Peter Dickinson, Jan Mark and 
Berlie  Doherty,  illustrators  including 
Edward  Ardizzone,  Harold  Jones  and 
Jan Ormerod and editors such as Kaye 
Webb  and  Miriam  Hodgson,  are  well-
represented  in  the  Seven  Stories 
Collection.  Original  material  held  by 
Seven  Stories  includes  draft 
manuscripts,  sketchbooks  and 
notebooks, correspondence and finished 
artwork.

The  archives  are  being  been  made 
accessible  as  a  result  of  an  extensive 
cataloguing  and  preservation  project, 
supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund. 
 To  date,  the  catalogue  contains  over 

4000  records  and  300  images.   The 
catalogue  provides  a  wealth  of 
information,  and  can  be  searched 
extensively in a variety of ways. As the 
Seven  Stories  collection  continues  to 
grow the catalogues will be updated on 
a regular basis. 

It's teen fiction - but not as we know it...

Manga is an increasingly popular genre 
among  teen  readers,  and  provides  an 
excellent platform for encouraging them 
to  read.

For  their  latest  promotion,  library 
supplier Holt Jackson's children's brand, 
Holt Junior, have put together a fantastic 
selection  of  manga  titles,  from  Viz 
Media.  Featuring  some  of  the  most 
popular manga series for both male and 
female  readers,  this  serves  as  an 
excellent  introduction  to
the  comic  book-based  genre.

What's more - place your order now and 
you  will  receive  a  specially  branded 
dumpbin  absolutely  free  -  but  hurry, 
stocks  are  limited...

For more information on this unmissable 
promotion,  please  visit  the  website
at www.holtjackson.co.uk/HoltJunior 

Teen Group Event Idea:

Ancient Egypt and Mummies

(it is educational)

Introducing  a  group  of  Teens  to  the 
mysteries  of  Ancient  Egypt  can be fun 
and fairly easy to do as every Library I 
have seen has had at least half a dozen 
books  on  Egypt,the  Pyramids  and 
Hieroglyphics.   Reading aloud how the 
priests  of  Egypt  prepared the dead for 
mummification  can  be  satisfying 
especially if the audience is squeamish. 
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Holding  a  short  workshop  on  writing 
your name in Hieroglyphics and creating 
coded  messages  in  Hieratic  and 
Demotic  scripts  can  engage  even  the 
most  reluctant  participants  (searching 
for  hieratic  and  demotic  scripts  on  the 
web will  net  you a wealth  of  sites that 
will  help  with  this).   Exploring  how the 
Pyramids  were  constructed  and  the 
fates of those that  built  it  is interesting 
as  are  the  fates  of  those  unfortunates 
who desecrated Tutankhamen's tomb.

The focus does not have to remain on 
scholarly pursuits as there are a number 
of  books  written  for  Young  Adults  on 
ancient  and  contemporary  Egypt  that 
can be discussed.  I have compiled a list 
of seven titles below:

McCaughrean,  Geraldine  -  Casting the 
Gods Adrift 

Nolting, Anne - Dear Future People  

Rubalcaba, Jill - A Place in the Sun 

Wilding, Valerie  The Secret Diary of an 
Egyptian Mummy Maker 

Danzinger,  Paula  -  Make  Like  a  Tree 
and Leave 

Wilson, Jacqueline - The Cat Mummy 

Cooney, Caroline B. - Mummy 

To round off  the event it  is possible to 
run  a  mummy-wrapping  competition  – 
depending on the number of participants 
you can have teams of two ( a wrappee 
and wrapper) or a wrappee and a group 
of wrappers.  Each group has a roll  or 
two of toilet  paper and they must wrap 
the selected participant as a mummy in 
the  shortest  amount  of  time  possible. 
The  mummies  must  then  walk  around 
the library.  You can award prizes for the 
best  wrapped  mummy,  the  fastest 
wrapped mummy and the mummy that 
has the least amount of wrapping falling 
off as it walks around the library.

Anime ADVocates 

ADV Films  in  America  has indefinately 
suspended  its  ADVocates  programme 
that  supported  many  Manga/Anime 
clubs  by  providing  anime  samples  for 
viewing at club meetings.  This will also 
have  an  effect  of  the  UK  branch  of 
ADVocates although nothing official has 
yet  appeared  on  the  ADVocates 
website.  UK and Europe distribution on 

ADV anime products will be handled by 
Lace Digital Media Sales.
http://www.advfilms.co.uk/Advocates/ 

14-19 reforms

The recent  National  Audit  Office report 
identifies and evaluates six areas of risk 
for  the  implementation  of  the  14-19 
reforms by 2013.  The central reform is 
the  creation  of  the  Diploma,  which  will 
merge applied and general learning and 
create  alternative  paths  for  14-19  year 
olds  into  further  education,  higher 
education  and  employment.  Councils 
have  a  central  role.
This  briefing  summarises  the  NAO 
report, and highlights key points for local 
authorities  and  their  partners.

More  of  this  briefing  at:
http://tinyurl.com/2sow5w  

Hero Machine

UGO's HeroMachine lets you create the 
hero of your dreams, whether you want 
to be a rock star or a super hero. Create 
your own and then print it or share it with 
your friends. 
http://www.ugo.com/channels/comics/he
roMachine2/ 

Reviews

If  you  are  interested  in  becoming  a 
reviewer  for  Teen  Librarian  please 
contact  Matthew  on 
teenlib@teenlibrarian.co.uk

Submissions

If anyone would like to submit an article 
or  idea  for  inclusion  in  the  newsletter, 
please  send  it  to 
teenlib@teenlibrarian.co.uk 
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Eight Questions with…  Greg Neri

Q1.  What influenced your decision  
to write for Teenagers?

It  happened  by  accident.  I  had  been 
illustrating books for toddlers and needed 
a  break.  I  had  a  story  where  the  main 
character happened to be a teenager. But 
once I  found writing with a teen voice,  it 
came  very  natural  to  me.  I  guess  I  still 
think like I’m 16.

Q2.  How do you get into the heads 
of your characters?

The characters come to me. All my stories 
are  inspired  by  real  life.  I  feel  like  a 
documentary writer who looks for a great 
story, finds one and follows the characters 
around  recording  scenes.  My  main 
characters are always male; that’s a voice 
I know.

Q3   Do you know instinctively what 
will  appeal  to  Teens  or  is  it  
more a hit or miss process?

  
I  write  for  myself.  I  look  for  stories  that 
compel me and make me go “Wow, now 
that’s a story!” Then I hope the audience 
has the same reaction.

Q4   What is the most satisfying part 
of the writing process for you?

Writing  the  first  draft.  There’s  a  real 
mystery going on trying to figure out where 
the  story  is  going  and  who  these 
characters are. It’s like being a teenager: 
it’s all about discovery and pushing ahead 
in  the dark without  knowing quite  what’s 
around the next corner.

Q5   Do you ever read the works of  
other Teen/YA authors?  If yes  
what can you  recommend?

                                                  
I read a ton of YA and MG. In fact, I have 
quite an extensive list  on my website for 
books for boys and graphic novels. Check 
it  out: 
http://gregneri.com/g.neri_readinglist.html

Q6   Are any of your novels based  
on personal experiences?

My  third  book  Surf  Mules (Putnam, 
summer  of  ’09)  is  based  on  the  area  I 
grew up in. It tries to capture the essence 
of  that  surfer  world  but  without  the 
specifics of my life.

And  my  newest  novel  was  inspired  by 
something  that  happened  to  me,  but 
again, it’s all fiction after that.

Q7  Are  you  working  on  anything  
new at the moment (or do you  
have anything planned?

I just finished a new novel called  Caught 
which my agent is reading now. It’s kind of 
a thriller. I’m hoping it’ll  come out a year 
after  Surf Mules. Also, I’m working on an 
indirect follow-up to  Chess Rumble called 
Ghetto  Cowboy  about  the  real  life  black 
riders  still  found  in  the  mean  streets  of 
Philadelphia.

Q8   Do you ever do Library visits to 
Teen Reading Groups?  If yes,  
what is the best way to get into 
contact with you or your agent 
about it?

The next  time I’m in England,  I’ll  let  you 
know!  Otherwise,  you  can  always  reach 
me at greg@gregneri.com.
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