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Editorial

Midway through March and as usual here 
is the latest edition of  TLM.  This month 
you will  find an ad for a one day training 
course  in  reading  for  pleasure  for  boys, 
there  is  also  a  piece  on  Simon  & 
Schusters  first  annual  YA  Blogfest. 
Advance  notice  is  given  of  the  Youth 
Libraries Group annual conference – I will 
be  running  two  workshops  there  on 
engaging with teens (plug).  Information on 
a new UK-based Manga Publisher is also 
available;  as  is  a  brief  piece  on  a  new 
Holocaust  comic  which  is  causing  a  stir 
both here and abroad.

This  month's  Eight  Questions  with... 
interview  is  with  acclaimed  YA  author 
Cathy Forde.

*

Reading for pleasure...it's a boy thing!

Thursday 8th May, 2008 10am-4pm at 
Creech Castle, Taunton, Somerset

Attendees will:

Understand the role of the National Year 
of Reading and the Summer Reading
Challenge in contributing to libraries' work 
with children.
Understand how creative reader 
development can reach and engage all 
types of young readers and boys in 
particular.

Be confident in using a range of practical 
reader development techniques
appropriate to working with children.
Take away reading activity ideas suited to 
our work with children.

Training will be delivered by Jerry Hurst, 
an experienced freelance practitioner, 
trainer and consultant who has worked 
extensively with children and young 
people in libraries and as a consultant for 
The Reading Agency and the MLA on 
Chatterbooks, Their Reading Futures and 
Young Cultural Curators.

Day to include SW YLG AGM.
Fee: £60.00 including lunch

For further details and booking contact:
Emma McElwee, 
emcelwee@swindon.co.uk or 01793 
465554 

*

Public Libraries Youth Offer

The  Public  Libraries  Youth  Offer  was 
developed recently  by MLA working with 
the  Reading  Agency  and  other  key 
players.  

MLA Director of Policy Sue Wilkinson said: 
"This is a short, simple, but very significant 
statement  designed  to  help  all  councils 
ensure that the local library is a free, safe 
and welcoming space where young people 
can meet and access relevant and up-to-
date books and other information."

Young people should expect from their 
library:

• Participation in shaping the future 
of library services 

• Volunteering opportunities with 
younger or older library users 

• A place to develop citizenship 
skills and community engagement 

• Free, safe and welcoming spaces 
in the local community 

• Formal and informal learning 
support for educational attainment 

• Inspiring books and reading 
materials supported by positive 
activities 

• Information on education, training 
and careers opportunities 

 For more information follow this link:
http://www.mla.gov.uk/news/press_release
s/Youth_Offer 
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Pulse Blogfest.com 

Simon  &  Schuster  is  hosting  their  first 
(annual)  Pulse Blogfest  from March 14 - 
27.

The  Pulse  Blogfest  is  a  2-week  event 
where  Young  Adult  Authors  will  answer 
your  questions.  You  can  go  to 
PulseBlogfest.com to find a list of authors 
who will definitely be participating. Among 
them  are  James  Howe,  author  of  13: 
Thirteen Stories That  Capture the Agony 
and  Ecstasy  of
Being Thirteen and Susan Cooper, author 
of the popular Dark is Rising series, and 
almost 100 others. In short,  chances are 
your favourite Young Adult author will  be 
available  to  personally  answer  your 
questions.

The Blogfest is set up like this: You send 
Simon  &  Schuster  your  questions  at 
PulseBlogfest.com.  Your  question 
shouldn’t be specific to one author or one 
book, but broad enough so that any of the 
many  many  authors  participating  can 
answer it. Then, if your question is chosen, 
you can log on to the blog and see your 
favourite authors answer your question! 

http://pulseblogfest.simonsaysblogs.com/i
ndex.php

*

Issues,  Identities  and  Users  -  in 
libraries, in reading in the 21st Century: 
Engagement  of  young  people  in 
libraries; users and changing needs in 
the 21st century  

CILIP  Youth  Libraries  Group  Annual 
Conference 2008
12th-14th September 2008
Lancaster University, Lancaster, LA1 4YT

A  conference  for  all  those  interested  in 
children’s  and  young  people’s  books, 
reading and libraries.

2008  is  the  National  Year  of  Reading  – 
what better time to celebrate the diversity 
and  richness  of  our  reading  culture  for 
children  and  young  people?   Alongside 
this  we  must  consider  how  21st century 
technologies  can  help  us  reach  more  of 
our  audience  and  engage  them  in  both 
using and helping to shape our libraries.  

2008 also saw the launch of the National 
Youth Libraries Board offer - developed as 
a result of consultation with young people 
from across the country about what they 
want  and  expect  their  local  library  to 

provide,  and  giving  services  a  blueprint 
from which to grow.

This conference is about exploring how we 
can use new technologies,  blending with 
and supporting tried and tested methods, 
to  reach  out  to  our  audiences  –  new, 
emergent and established - and to enable 
their  reading  lives  to  grow with  them as 
their  needs  and  wants  change  through 
their  lives.   This  conference  is  about 
sharing  ideas  and  practices  which  have 
worked so that all our audience can share 
in  the  enthusiasm  and  benefits  from 
reading and libraries.

Confirmed speakers to date include Honor 
Wilson-Fletcher,  Director  of  the  National 
Year or Reading, Gary Wilson consultant 
on Raising Boys Achievement, John Agard 
poet,  and  authors  Michelle  Magorian, 
David Almond and Polly Dunbar as well as 
a  varied  and  exciting  programme  of 
workshops.  

The Youth Libraries Group’s conferences 
have  been  running  for  over  50  years. 
During  that  time  the  conferences  have 
built  up an excellent  reputation for being 
friendly,  informative  and  enjoyable.  They 
aim to provide the opportunity for you to 
explore the impact of new developments, 
engage  in  stimulating  discussion,  meet 
new and well-loved children’s writers and 
illustrators  and  network  with  colleagues, 
so that you leave enthused, reinvigorated 
and with a host of new ideas.

If you require any further information about 
the  conference  programme  please 
contact:
Tricia Adams
Chair, CILIP Youth Libraries Group
Email: 
paadams@northamptonshire.gov.uk
Telephone: 01604 773931

*

The Search - Holocaust Comic released

Die  Suche,  or  The  Search,  tells  the 
fictional story of Daniel, who after seeking 
information  on  the  Holocaust  on  the 
internet,  hears a first  hand account from 
his grandmother Esther, who as a young 
Jewish  girl  saw  her  parents  deported  to 
their death in Auschwitz. 
She,  though  betrayed  by  neighbours, 
survives. 
"Through  the  comic  format,  the  subject 
becomes  more  realistic  and  closer  to 
home for young people," said Julia Franz 
of the Anne Frank Zentrum.
"There is definitely a huge knowledge gap 
among  teenagers.  Most  know  about  the 
Third  Reich  but  there  are  lots  of  myths, 
prejudices and misunderstandings."
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The  book,  produced  by  the  Anne  Frank 
Zentrum in Berlin, has already been used 
in the Netherlands and is also to be piloted 
in Poland and Hungary - all countries that 
lost  millions  of  Jews  to  horrors  of  Nazi 
death camps. 
Eric  Heuvel,  the  book's  Dutch  graphic 
artist,  previously  worked  as  a  history 
teacher and The Search is his sequel to 
his first book on Esther and Daniel's story, 
The Family Secret. 

To find out more follow these links:

http://tinyurl.com/2z9v5a (The Telegraph)
http://tinyurl.com/38ou3b (The  New  York 
Times)

Dimensional  Manga  is  a  publishing 
company  registered  under  the  company 
name  Fifth  Dimension  Limited.  It 
specialises  in  producing  manga  (comic 
format)  graphic  novels.  Its  main  titles 
include  Demon  Prince:  Children  of  Gaia 
scheduled release February 2008. Titles to 
follow in the future include Origins: Energy 
Pattern  Disruption,  Discoveries:  Fifth 
Dimensional  LayerShift,  Ghost  Battle: 
Imprisoned  by  Progression,  Incomplete: 
Detached, Hero Complex, Winning Tactics 
F.C  and  Monsters  &  Samurais.

Dimensional Manga believes in providing 
fans with a top quality experience through 
stunning  storylines  captured  in  amazing 
manga  graphic  novels.  Dimensional 
Manga's  ultimate  aim  is  to  push  the 
barriers within the comic book arena and 
introduce never before seen concepts and 
content encapsulated in a perfect balance 
of  action,  comedy  and  excitement 
guaranteed to amaze.
Read more information about Dimensional 
Manga  on  the  TeenLibrarian  site  or  go 
directly to the D.M. Site at:  
http://www.dimensionalmanga.com/ 

Movies Based on Graphic Novels on 
release in 2008

Iron Man
Speed Racer
Incredible Hulk
Wanted
Hellboy II
Dark Knight
Dragonball

TRG Event Ideas:  Book Sharing

This is a good session to run when you 
are still getting to know the members of 
your group.  Ask all participants to bring 
in two books – one they have recently 
enjoyed reading (or are still reading) and 
a book they have disliked.  Stress that it 
can be any kind of book – novel,  non-
fiction,  graphic  novel  or  even  a 
magazine.

It is also a good idea for the librarian to 
bring in a few YA books to talk  about. 
This  can elicit  a  response especially  if 
they disagree with what you are saying 
–  getting  an  argument  going  about  a 
specific  book's  merits  is  a  good 
icebreaker.   If  you  cannot  get  them to 
engage  on  any  of  the  books  you  talk 
about  you can also go round the table 
and ask them to say a few words about 
the book or books they have with them.

This  event  can  cause a  lot  of  running 
around the Teen Section as at least one 
group member  will  have forgotten their 
books.

*

Submissions

If anyone would like to submit an article or 
idea for inclusion in the newsletter, please 
send it to teenlib@teenlibrarian.co.uk 
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Eight Questions with…  Cathy Forde

Q1.  What influenced your decision  
to write for Teenagers?

It was never something that I set out to do 
intentionally, and I still don’t. I just think I’m 
writing  a  story.  However  I  like  putting  a 
teenager  at  the  heart  of  my stories  and 
seeing the world from his or her point of 
view  because  I  think  teenagers  are  so 
interesting.  Physically  and  mentally  and 
emotionally  they  are  going  through  the 
biggest  changes of  their  lives  and these 
factors impact on everything that is going 
on around them. To me, they are people at 
their  most  intense  and  volatile  and 
vulnerable  so  they make  exciting central 
characters. I like teenagers too and I have 
a couple of my own. 

Q2.  How do you get into the heads 
of your characters?

I think about them for a long time before I 
start writing anything. This means I’m sort 
of carrying the character about with me to 
the supermarket or out and about so the 
character’s point of view begins to develop 
and he or she starts to ‘say’ things to me. I 
start to hear my character’s tone of voice 
in my head and gradually the character 
becomes real.
When I write, I use the first person and this 
is, for me, the best way of getting under a 
character’s skin.

Q3.  Do you know instinctively what 
will  appeal  to  Teens  or  is  it  
more a hit or miss process?

  
Tricky  question.  I  know  the  things  that 
interested me as a teenager: music, boys, 
friends,  body  image…  who  I  was,I 
suppose,   and although that  was a  long 
time  ago,  I  don’t  think  teenagers  have 
changed too much. Having teenage sons 
of my own gives me the male perspective 
on teenage years so I have ideas to work 
on from my own life.   

Q4.   What is the most satisfying part 
of the writing process for you?

It  is always when Cally,  my editor,  gives 
me  feedback  on  the  first  draft  of  my 
manuscript and tells me she likes it. Until 
then, I have no idea whether my book will 
work or not and she is the first person to 
see what I have written.

Q5.   Do you ever read the works of  
other Teen/YA authors?  If yes  
what can you  recommend?

                                                  
Yes I do. There are many, many brilliant 
Teen/YA authors.
I would recommend all the novels of Kevin 
Brooks ( my favourite is Road of the 
Dead), Exodus and Zenith by Julie 
Bertagna, Bloodtide and Bloodsong by 
Melvyn Burgess, Apache by Tanya 
Landman ( brilliant, brilliant novel). But 
there are hundreds more superb YA 
novels out there, writing about every topic 
under the sun:
Graham Marks, Beverley Birth (Rift), Ann 
Cassidy …too many to name. 

Q6.   Are any of your novels based  
on personal experiences?

To a degree, personal experience creeps 
in  to  all  my  novels,  with  Skarrs being 
particularly autobiographical (the death of 
my dad, worries about one of my sons and 
the way his life was going). I always tend 
to tap into real life when I write.

Tug of War borrows my mum’s experience 
as an evacuee in 1939 to create a story 
about  a  21st Century  evacuee  in  a  UK 
affected by the War on Terror.

Sugarcoated,  my  latest  novel,  was 
inspired by a horrible attack that happened 
outside my husband’s  shop.  I  developed 
the real-life incident into a thriller. 

Q7.  Are  you  working  on  anything  
new at the moment (or do you  
have anything planned?

I’m  coming  close  to  the  end  of  my  first 
draft of a novel about an uptight 17 year 
old boy whose dad is a failed rock star. I 
love  writing  about  the  tensions  between 
parents and their teenage offspring. 

Q8.   Do you ever do Library visits to 
Teen Reading Groups?  If yes,  
what is the best way to get into 
contact with you or your agent 
about it?

Yes,  I  do  and  I  have  done.  You  can 
contact  Egmont,  my  publisher  about 
arranging a visit.
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