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Editorial

Welcome to  the  April  TLM,  this  month's 
newsletter  is  a  fairly  bitty  affair  mostly 
containing links to online applications and 
information  that  may  be  useful  to 
Librarians.   This newsletter also features 
an  introduction  to  Manga  Artist  Tim 
Mannveil  who  is  interested  in  running 
manga workshops in Libraries.

The interview this month is with American 
author Jonathan Zemsky.

**

Animoto

Animoto.com  is  a  web  application  that 
creates MTV-style videos with the click of 
a  button.  

Users simply choose a song and images. 
Animoto  then  automatically  generates  a 
unique video for them.
 
Many  of  the  post-production  techniques 
that  the founders  used while  working  as 
producers  for  MTV,  Comedy  Central  & 
ABC are used in Animoto's patent-pending 
Cinematic Artificial Intelligence developed 
to think like an actual editor and director. 
The  resulting  video  is  produced  in  a 
widescreen  format,  containing  the  visual 
energy of a music video and the emotional 
impact  of  a  movie  trailer.  

Animoto Productions is based in New York 
City with an office in San Francisco.

http://www.animoto.com  

**

‘Goosebumps’ is back!

R.L. Stine is back with a new series called 
Goosebumps  Horrorland.   In  the  new 
books Mr.  Stine intends to link the scary 
stories of “Goosebumps” with a serialized 
tale  set  inside  an  evil  amusement  park 
called HorrorLand. The children in the first 
book are invited to the park,  where they 
discover  a  werewolf  petting  zoo, 

bottomless  canoes,  a  quicksand  beach 
and  other  wicked  attractions.  Their 
misfortunes  will  be  chronicled  in  serial 
form in 30-page instalments at the end of 
the subsequent books, which will focus on 
different characters. 

For  the  full  story  go  here: 
http://tinyurl.com/6ndd8y  
To  view  the  Horroland  website  go  here: 
http://enterhorrorland.com/ 

**

Reading Tastes of today's Youth 

A  recent  report  shows  the  favourite 
reading  material  of  young  teenagers  is 
Heat  magazine.  Parents  may  be  more 
pleased to  note  that  Anne Frank's  diary, 
books by Anthony Horowitz and CS Lewis' 
The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe are 
also in the top 10. 

Read Up Fed Up:  http://tinyurl.com/6dyuht 

**

Dare to be Digital

This  may be worth  advertising in  Library 
Teen areas:

Dare  to  be  Digital  is  a  video  games 
development  competition  for  extremely 
talented  students  at  Universities  and 
Colleges  of  Art.  Teams  of  5  students, 
usually a mix of artists, programmers and 
audio,  assemble  in  a  regional  hosting 
centre for 10 weeks to develop a prototype 
video  game,  receiving  daily  support  and 
weekly  training  sessions  from  industry 
specialists. 
http://www.daretobedigital.com/about/what
.php

Children  see  readers  as  'geeky  and 
lonely'
Children  believe  that  readers  are  clever 
and  successful,  but  also  that  they  are 
geeky,  boring  and  lonely,  according  to 
Kate  Wilson,  group  m.d.  of  Scholastic.  
http://tinyurl.com/6rromm 

**
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Dead Sexy!

Vampires  are  more  popular  than  ever 
these days and not just in Youth literature.
http://tinyurl.com/62y3kw 

**

Teen Group Event Idea:

Paper planes

This idea may appeal to boys more than it 
does  to  girls  but  I  have  found  that 
aeroplanes  generate  a  fair  amount  of 
interest from both genders.  There are a 
number of YA books that deal with flight in 
its various forms (I have included a short 
list  below).   Most  library  services  should 
have at least one or two books on how to 
make paper planes but for those that are 
unable  to  locate  any  here  is  a  website 
worth looking at:  
http://www.paperairplanes.co.uk/ 

Books that deal with flight:

Airman - Eoin Colfer
Double Eagle – Dan Abnett
Airborn – Kenneth Oppel
Flight – Kazu Kibuishi

**

Library War (anime)

This is a new action comedy that adapts 
Hiro Arikawa's popular novel about battles 
fought  to  preserve  libraries  when a  new 
law threatens to clamp down on freedom 
of expression in 2019.  At present it is only 
available in Japanese but I hope that it will 
be subbed or dubbed before too long.

To  view  a  short  clip  go  here: 
http://tinyurl.com/2uc2rm 

**

The Librarian, the Library & Becoming 
Media Literate
24th  April  2008,  The  Cornerhouse, 
Manchester

Twenty-first  century literacy is more than 
reading  and  writing.  In  order  to  be 
functionally  literate  in  an  increasingly 
media-saturated world, young people have 
to  be  able  to  read  the  messages  that 
reach  them  via  the  Internet,  film, 
television, music, video games, advertising 
and many other media. 
The  evidence  grows  daily.  Recent 
research reported that children spend an 
average of  five hours and 20 minutes in 
front  of  a  screen  a  day  (Childwise). 
Another piece of research has suggested 
that  teenagers  own  an  average  £500  of 

technology  each  (Future  Laboratories).

School,  college,  university  and  children’s 
librarians cannot ignore this. They need to 
be aware of the media young people are 
using, and play a central role in teaching 
them how to use different media effectively 
and  appropriately.  In  addition,  thinking 
about  media  and  audience  can  help 
librarians to gain a deeper understanding 
of their younger users and potential users.

This  session  will  introduce  the  key 
concepts that  underpin notions of  ‘media 
literacy’,  defined  as  becoming  a  'critical 
reader'  of media texts of all  kinds.  It  will 
enable participants to explore some of the 
kinds  of  classroom  and  research  work 
undertaken in  film and media  studies as 
well  as  in  media  education  across  the 
curriculum  (in  the  14-19  sector  mainly). 
Participants will  be asked to consider the 
library itself as a form of media production 
and to apply the key concepts to their own 
practice,  including  considering  the 
changing  use of  libraries in  the  world  of 
Web 2.0 and ‘we media’.

The training will be led by Roy Stafford, a 
freelance  trainer  and  writer  on  film  and 
media  education  and  co-author  of  The 
Media  Student's  Book.  He  edits  In  the 
Picture,  a  magazine  for  media  teachers 
and  is  actively  involved  in  the  Media 
Education Association.

The day will include sessions on:

• Understanding the key concepts of 
media literacy and applying these 
to  a  short  film  /  extract  /  still 
image / graphic novel / magazine / 
videogame

• What  do  students  need  for  the 
library  for  media  studies  /  media 
literacy in English?

• The  library  and  media  culture  - 
who  is  a  library's  'audience'? 
What  might  a  library  for  the 
promotion  of  media  literacy  and 
‘critical readers’ look like?

• The library and Web 2.0
• Changing patterns of media use in 

the future
Cost: £75 per delegate (Student rate: £40)

http://tinyurl.com/68r2g5 

**
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An expanded look at movies based on 
comic books

Iron Man
Based  on  the  popular  Marvel  Comics 
character, Iron Man tells the story of how 
Tony Stark billionaire industrialist becomes 
the hero Iron Man.

Speed Racer
A  live  action  film  based  on  the  1960's 
anime  series  of  the  same  name.   It  is 
being directed by the Wachowski brothers 
and is being made as a family friendly film.

Incredible Hulk
A loose sequel to the original Hulk film, the 
Incredible  Hulk  continues  the  story  of 
Bruce Banner as he attempts to come to 
terms  with  who  he  is  and  regain  his 
humanity.

Wanted
Loosely based on the comic book series 
by Mark Millar.  The beginning and the end 
of the film are supposed to be very close 
to the graphic novel but apparently the rest 
of the film differs in several aspects.

Hellboy II
A sequel  to  Hellboy  focusing  on  folklore 
and fairy tales instead of Nazis and mad 
scientists.

Dark Knight
A sequel to Batman Begins, this film has 
the  late  Heath  Ledger  starring  as  the 
Joker;  it  was  the  role  that  is  thought  to 
have led to his depression leading to his 
overdose.

Dragonball
A live action adaptation of the Dragonball 
manga  and  anime  series  following  the 
story of Goku on his quest to obtain the 
mystical Dragonballs before the evil Picolo 
does.

A brief note on Wanted by Mark Millar
The graphic  novel  Wanted is  a  brilliantly 
written and illustrated story about Wesley, 
a young man that finds out that his father 
was  the  greatest  assassin  in  the  world. 
He  also  discovers  that  he  is  heir  to  his 
father's role as enforcer to one of the five 
greatest  super  villains  that  run the world 
following the 1986 massacre of the world's 
entire  super  hero  population.   It  is 
incredibly  dark and nasty  and would  not 
really  be considered  suitable  stock  for  a 
teen  or  youth  collection  –  it  would  quite 
likely be popular though and I personally 
enjoyed it immensely.

**

Tim Mannveil

I'm an analytical artist by nature, which in 
practice  means  I've  spent  the  past  10 
years studying how comics are made and 
applying  that  knowledge  to  myself.  I've 
picked  up a  whole  lot  of  tips,  tricks  and 
guidelines over the years, from developing 
a style to laying out panels, and have self-
published  several  manga-style  comics  in 
the last couple of years. I'm very happy to 
present or hold workshops on any and all 
aspects  of  the  manga  creation  process.

London-based,  but  with  connections  in 
Edinburgh and Bristol that would make it 
easy  to  weekend  in  those  locations.  

 Contact tim@juggler.net / 077 681 33327

**

Submissions

If anyone would like to submit an article or 
idea for inclusion in the newsletter, please 
send it to teenlibraryservice@gmail.com
 

**

Subscription to TLM

Subscribing to TLM is free, just send an 
e-mail  to:  teenlibraryservice@gmail.com 
and ask to be added to the mailing list.
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Eight Questions with…  Jonathan Zemsky

Q1.  What influenced your decision 
to write for Teenagers?

When I was a teenager, I was looking for 
someone who could understand the 
problems I was going through, but never 
found anyone, that is until I found Holden 
Caulfield and Jem, Scout, and Atticus 
Finch.  In addition, since teenagers still 
know how to have fun, writing for them 
provides me for a greater canvas of 
entertainment.  Finally, and probably most 
important, I never entirely grew out of 
being a teenager.

Q2.  How do you get into the heads 
of your characters?

I daydream a bit through their eyes.  For 
example, I put a character into an 
interesting situation and mentally act out 
how they would deal with that situation 
(i.e. Would they flee? Would they fight? 
Would they accidentally knock something 
over because they are more interested in 
texting their friends than any immediate 
danger?)

Q3.   Do you know instinctively what 
will appeal to Teens or is it more a hit 
or miss process? 
        
Teens are very complex individuals and I 
think it is difficult to try and write 
specifically towards their interests.  I pour 
my heart and soul into my writing and just 
hope and pray that others can relate or 
gain some entertainment value through my 
words.  I am ultra-interested to know how 
my work will influence and affect teens in 
the UK.

Q4.   What is the most satisfying part 
of the writing process for you?

When I completed my first novel, my eyes 
welled up and I was literally trembling.  I 
couldn’t believe I had actually finished.  My 
characters and I had been through so 
much and I was so happy for them that 
they were able to rise above so many of 
their challenges.  Rising above the feeling 
of accomplishment is the reaction I have 
received from teens and adults who have 
read my novel, Beyond the Shadows of 
Summer.

Q5.   Do you ever read the works of 
other Teen/YA authors?  If yes what 
can you   recommend? 

Absolutely I do.  I love reading Teen/YA 
books.  I recently read KL Going’s Fat Kid 
Rules the World, and also loved Markus 
Zusak’s, I Am The Messenger, and a little 
book that nobody’s ever heard of called 
Harry Potter And The Deathly Hallows, by 
a little known writer named J.K. Rowling.  I 
tend to read books that are a bit dark and 
witty.

Q6.   Are any of your novels based 
on personal experiences?

Most of my first novel is based on personal 
experiences and/or friends or people I 
have known.  I think it is much easier to 
write from experience.  I always love to 
exaggerate my characters’ quirks as it 
makes for fun storytelling.

Q7.  Are you working on anything 
new at the moment (or do you have 
anything planned?

I am working on another teen-fiction novel 
and also a non-fiction book about autism. 
My next work of fiction will be much darker 
and more twisted than my first.  Some of 
my influences are Tim Burton, and Bruce 
Campbell.

Q8.   Do you ever do Library visits to 
Teen Reading Groups?  If yes, what is 
the best way to get into contact with 
you or your agent about it?

I have done some creative workshops in 
the US with teens.  I always make myself 
available for local reading groups as well. 
Unfortunately, I don’t think I’ll be travelling 
to the UK anytime soon, but would love to 
answer any questions through my e-mail: 
jzemsky@yahoo.com or through any chat 
room sessions.

---

Visit Jonathan's website here:

www.jonathanzemsky.com
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