
Monthly
Vol. 3 No. 5 http://www.teenlibrarian.co.uk/newsletter.htm May 2008

    
Editorial

Welcome  to  the  anniversary  edition  of 
Teen Librarian Monthly.  The newsletter is 
now two years old and (as of this week) 
has 299 subscribers.

This  month’s  newsletter  contains 
information on cyberbullying (and a link to 
a free online film on the subject) that can 
be advertised in libraries as cyberbullying 
is  on  the  rise  along  with  the  traditional 
forms of  bullying.   Also in this issue are 
links to interesting articles as well as ideas 
for things to do with Teen Groups.  This 
month's Eight Questions with... interview is 
with Rachel Wright, author of  You've got 
Blackmail. 

*
Michael Rosen creates The Roald Dahl 
Prize

Children's laureate Michael Rosen has 
stepped up his mission to put the pleasure 
back into reading by creating a prize for 
the funniest children's books. The Roald 
Dahl prize, which will be administered by 
the charity Booktrust, is said to be the first 
of its kind. 

http://tinyurl.com/6nrnc9     

*
Cyberbullying

Types of  cyberbullying  that  can  occur  in 
the library:

Email
Sending emails that can be threatening or 
upsetting.  Emails can be sent directly to a 
single  target,  or  to a  group of  people  to 
encourage  them  to  become  part  of  the 
bullying.  These messages or ‘hate mails’ 
can  include  examples  of  racism,  sexism 
and other types of prejudice.

Instant messenger and chatrooms
Sending instant messenger and chatroom 
messages to friends or direct to a victim. 
Others  can  be  invited  into  the  bullying 
conversation, who then become part of it 
by laughing.

Social networking sites
Setting  up  profiles  on  social  networking 
sites to make fun of someone. By visiting 
these pages or contributing to them, you 
become part of the problem and add to the 
feelings of unhappiness felt by the victim.

‘Let’s  Fight  It  Together’  is  an  award 
winning film produced by  Childnet for the 
Department  for  Children  Schools  and 
Families to help sensitise young people to 
the pain and hurt which can be caused by 
cyberbullying. 

http://tinyurl.com/387zqj     
*

The invisible (but critical) importance of 
information literacy

Follow this link for an essay on Information 
Literacy by Walter Minkel:

http://tinyurl.com/6cgsfn     
*

Creating a Literary Pen Name (as 
created by Jeff Vandermeer)

This  can  be  an  interesting  activity  for 
anyone who runs a teen reading or writing 
group.  

1. Use  the  first  name  of  your 
favourite writer as your first name.

2. Use the name of your first pet as 
your  middle  name  or  for  your 
middle  initial  (if  your  pet  had  a 
separate  last  name…you  are  a 
freak).

3. Use the first or last name of your 
favourite character  in fiction–your 
choice–as your last name. 

*

A patron asked the librarian why Tales of 
Robin Hood had been withdrawn from the 
collection. The librarian replied, "Too much 
Saxon violence." 
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Omnivoracious

Omnivoracious is a blog run by the book 
editors at Amazon.com. We aim to share 
our  passion for  the written word through 
news, reviews, interviews, and more. This 
is our space to talk books and publishing 
frankly  and  we  welcome  participation 
through  comments.  The  blog  is  updated 
frequently  and you can add  it  to  a  RSS 
reader  to  keep  up  on  the  latest 
information. 

I found out about Omnivoracious as every 
Friday the blog focuses on Graphic Novels 
and it turned up in a search I made a while 
ago.

http://tinyurl.com/5q3p9w 

*
Literary Tattoos

If  any  librarians  are  considering  getting 
inked  or  have  already  started  along  the 
tattooed route, this is a site worth looking 
at:

http://tinyurl.com/3u2syg     

*
Conventions and Exhibitions

I  recently  attended  the  Bristol  Comic 
Convention  (http://www.comicexpo.net/) 
and the Movie Comics Media Expo (http://
www.londonexpo.com/).   A  handful  of 
Teens from my manga group had decided 
to go to the MCM Expo and I bumped into 
them  at  the  Dance  Revolution  stand.   I 
also  met  another  colleague  of  mine  (hi 
Paul)  from  Bexley  Library  Services  who 
had arranged an official library group visit 
to the Expo.  He and several co-workers 
were  shepherding  around  30  teens  and 
also having a good time.

Conventions  are  good  places  to  pick  up 
freebies  that  you  can  use  during  Teen 
Group  meetings  as  prizes  or  discussion 
pieces.  They are also (depending on the 
nature of the Convention) a good place to 
meet  authors  and  comic/manga  artists 
who  can  be  persuaded  to  visit  Library 
Groups or run workshops.

For those that are interested, I will start a 
list of upcoming conventions on a monthly 
basis  in the newsletter and on the Teen 
Librarian Site.

UK Games Expo 2008
UK Games Expo 2008 will  take place at 
The  Clarendon  Suites,  Stirling  
Road  (off  Hagley  Road),  Edgbaston, 
Birmingham  (UK),  May  31st  to  June  
1st 2008. 

UK Games Expo is an exhibition of games 
of all sorts aimed at the family audience as 
well as enthusiasts with lots of new games 
to try out. 
http://www.ukgamesexpo.co.uk

*
Teen Group Event Idea

Group Blog

Creating  a  weblog  with  your  teen  group 
can be a good way to help them improve 
their technology, reading and writing skills. 
Allowing  them  to  utilise  it  to  showcase 
their  creative  writing  skills  or  writing 
reviews of what they are reading and even 
a running commentary on what they get up 
to in the library are three ideas of what can 
be done.

You can set privacy levels manually on the 
blog  so  only  certain  people  are  able  to 
access it or you can leave it open for all to 
read.

*
The Golden Compass – toys

As  with  most  big-budget  films  there  is 
usually  a  toy  tie-in  and  TGC  was  no 
exception.   A  whole  range  of  toys  has 
been developed to cash in (there is even a 
plush, cuddly Iorek) 
http://tinyurl.com/6ygvlp 

*
Chronicles of Narnia

Fans of The Chronicles of Narnia will get
to experience two unique film scenes only 
one  way  –  on  their  home  consoles
or Windows-based PC. Disney Interactive 
Studios  announced  today  that  two
original scenes for Disney/Walden Media’s 
The  Chronicles  of  Narnia:  Prince
Caspian  video  game  were  filmed 
exclusively  for  the  product  and  appear
separately  from  the  film.  The  unique 
scenes  link  The  Chronicles  of  Narnia:
 The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe 
and  Prince  Caspian  stories  with  Dr.
Cornelius  (Vincent  Grass)  telling  Prince 
Caspian  (Ben  Barnes)  the  story  of
how  Narnia  fell  to  the  Telmarines 
hundreds of years ago. 

http://tinyurl.com/63f8x4     

An  entertaining  comparison  between  the 
book  and  the  film  versions  of  Prince 
Caspian:

http://tinyurl.com/5l38vw     

*
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The UK Youth Parliament

The UK Youth Parliament (UKYP) enables 
young  people  to  use  their  energy  and 
passion to change the world for the better. 
Run  by  young  people  for  young  people, 
UKYP  provides  opportunities  for  11-18-
year-olds  to  use  their  voice  in  creative 
ways to bring about social change. 

http://www.ukyouthparliament.org.uk/

Websites worth looking at

http://similicio.us/

This  is  an  experiment  to  help  people 
quickly  find relevant  web sites based on 
people's  tags/bookmarks  on  del.icio.us, 
using a home-brewed association engine. 
It  answers  the  question  "people  who 
tagged  this  site  also  tagged  what  other 
sites". 

http://scriptovia.com/

Scriptovia.com is an online community for 
students  to  collaborate  and  receive 
feedback  on  their  academic  work.  This 
includes  essays,  notes,  lab  reports, 
presentations,  and  everything  else 
students  create  to  advance  their 
knowledge. 

http://phozi.com/

Phozi  is  a  fun  way  to  take  photobooth 
pictures by yourself or with friends! 

How  does  the  photo  booth  work?
You  can  use  the  phozi  photobooth  to 
create  fun snapshots  with  your  webcam, 
photos  from your  computer  or  using  the 
camera on your mobile phone. 

A  place  for  Purikura  fans!
Phozi  has  brought  the  Purikura 
phenomenon  online  and  into  your  living 
room.  Enjoy  posing  with  friends  and 
decorate  your  snapshots  with  special 
graphics and drawings

*
The  Delft  Public  Library  –  a  Library 
Concept Centre

The Delft Public Library (DOK) has been 
called  the  most  modern  library  in  the 
world.  It sounds appealing and definitely 
has ideas worth emulating – and not just 
for youth services.

Besides  the  cool  chairs,  we  have  the 
Nintendo  Wii  and  the  PlayStation 
consoles.  Both  adults  and  children  use 
them all  day long. Our bookcases in the 

youth department are mounted on casters  
so  we can  roll  them aside  for  activities.  
The Coffee Corner provides a good lunch  
and  excellent  coffee  and tea.  There  are  
lectures,  readings,  and  musical  
performances  almost  every  week,  and 
people  like  to spend a few hours in  the 
library. Wi-Fi also makes DOK appealing 
to  students  to  come  and  study.  The  art  
department holds regular exhibitions. 
http://tinyurl.com/6ksyub 

DOK  information  site  in  English: 
http://tinyurl.com/6guj4l 

*
Submissions

If anyone would like to submit an article or 
idea for inclusion in the newsletter, please 
send it to teenlibraryservice@gmail.com
 

*

Subscription to TLM

Subscribing to TLM is free, just send an 
e-mail  to:  teenlibraryservice@gmail.com 
and ask to be added to the mailing list.
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Eight Questions with…  Rachel Wright

Q1.  What  influenced  your  decision 
to write for Teenagers?

My first  young  teen  novel  –  You’ve  Got 
Blackmail – came about because I wanted 
to try my hand at creating the kind of story 
I love to read, i.e., something funny, witty, 
sassy and sharp with a real page-turning 
mystery at its core. I didn’t think about the 
age group this story might  best  suit  until 
my  14  year-old  narrator,  Loz,  began 
bubbling to life in my head. 

Q2.  How do you get into the heads 
of your characters?

With difficulty,  at  first.  The more I  get  to 
know them – their back story, their family 
set-up, what they look like – the easier it 
gets. 

Q3.   Do you know instinctively what 
will appeal to Teens or is it more a hit 
or miss process? 
        
A bit of both. If what I’m writing makes me 
laugh  or  gets  me  excited,  I  reckon  it’ll 
appeal to teen readers. Luckily,  I know a 
number  of  teenagers  who  are  happy  to 
read early drafts of my novels and put me 
straight if I’ve lost the plot.

Q4.   What is the most satisfying part 
of the writing process for you?

I love it when my subconscious boots up 
and the characters start saying things and 
doing  stuff  that  almost  takes  me  by 
surprise. That’s a rare treat. 

Q5.   Do you ever read the works of 
other  Teen/YA  authors?   If  yes  what 
can you   recommend? 

I’m a big fan of Louise Rennison’s Georgia 
Nicolson  diaries.  Mark  Haddon’s  The 

Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-
time is a great read, too. David Almond’s 
Skellig is  brilliant,  as  are  Carl  Hiaasen’s 
books for young teens. I could go on …

Q6.   Are  any  of  your  novels  based 
on personal experiences?

No, although like my 14 year-old narrator, 
Loz,  I  did  spend  much  my  adolescence 
arseing about and talking rubbish with my 
mates.

Q7.  Are  you  working  on  anything 
new  at  the  moment  (or  do  you  have 
anything planned?

The sequel to You’ve Got Blackmail – Get 
Your Paws Off! – is due out this August so 
I’m doing the final checks on that. I’m also 
having  a  think  about  a  new  series,  for 
slightly younger readers, but at this stage I 
can’t say more! 

Q8.   Do you ever do Library visits to 
Teen Reading Groups?  If yes, what is 
the  best  way to  get  into  contact  with 
you or your agent about it?

I haven’t done, but would be interested in 
doing  so.  My  email address  is 
rachel.wright1@virgin.  net   
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