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Editorial 

Now that August has almost come to 
an end it is time for the next edition of 
TLM.  This month we find out who 
Britain’s best-loved author is (it may 
come as a surprise).  Age Banding is 
still a contentious issue with Michael 
Morpurgo appearing on a BBC video 
clip from the Edinburgh Book Festival 
with his views on the matter; I saw my 
first age-banded book recently, the 
marking is very subtle - a white 
number on a black square near the bar 
code on the back cover. 
 
The Tate Modern is getting a redesign 
and is looking for ideas from Teens to 
improve its look internally.  Harry 
Potter fans have been stirred up by 
news that the next films release date 
has been pushed back by several 
months.  I have also included a link to 
a blog about Teen audiobooks and 
lastly an idea on how Libraries may be 
able to capitalise on the loss of 
Scrabulous from Facebook. 
 
This month’s Eight Questions with... 
interview is with Susie Cornfield author 
of the forthcoming novel Black Light. 

* 
 

Britain’s Best-Loved Author 
 
According to a poll conducted recently, 
Enid Blyton is Britain’s best-loved 
author, followed by Roald Dahl and 
J.K. Rowling.  The complete article 
and top 50 list is available here:   
http://tinyurl.com/5pau9v  
 
Interestingly there are a number of 
Children and Young Adult authors in 
the list – as the article says, the books 
we read when we are young retain a 
special significance in our lives (which 
is a very good reason to get and keep 
young people reading). 

 
 
Age Banding still around 
 
Michael Morpurgo appears (briefly) in 
a BBC video clip at the Edinburgh 
Book Festival http://tinyurl.com/6j5wea 

* 
 
Designing a Teen Space 

In my quest for ideas for Teen Library 
stuff I came across The Tate Modern 
Blog (http://modblog.tate.org.uk/).  It 
appears that the Tate Modern is 
making plans for a redesign and one 
of the blog posts calls out to Teens to 
send in their ideas for a Youth friendly 
hang out space. 

“There aren’t that many dedicated 
leisure spaces for teens, although they 
flock to places that get the mix of style 
and activities right. Teens just like to 
gather wherever their friends are, and 
where there are cool things to do, 
away from adults and certainly away 
from younger kids. Mobiles and the 
internet have changed teenage life 
immeasurably, promoting a passion for 
communication that’s a world away 
from the archetypal teenager of the 
1990s. All these habits and activities 
should influence the design of a teen 
space at Tate Modern. 

Such a space should offer its users a 
distinctive environment, and be flexible 
enough to host a range of activities - 
painting projects, informal gigs, 
performances and discussions with 
artists could all take place there. 

Generally, you’d expect to find such a 
place stocked with books, headphones 
to listen to music and podcasts, 
screens showing film content created 
specially for this area, and computers 
to browse online art archives. This 
might make for a space that’s like a 
cross between a café lounge, a library 
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and a music store. If you look at the 
popularity of outlets like the Apple 
Store, teens love good design.” 

and: 

“A glance at Flickr shows that 
American libraries seem to have got 
the design of teen spaces carefully 
perfected. These areas for teen books 
seem to host all sorts of other 
activities: Jacksonville Public Library in 
Florida (http://tinyurl.com/5nqpbk) is a 
definite social hub. Its Myspace 
(http://tinyurl.com/6bc5a2) is pretty 
active, but so is the space itself, with 
large sculptural seating areas in bold 
colours and lots of changing collages 
and display areas. 

In Rem Koolhaas’s breathtaking 
Seattle Public Library building the 
teens aren’t overlooked, getting a 
dedicated floor with a vibrant red 
interior in which to lounge 
(http://tinyurl.com/5qzvbj) about (bold 
primary reds, yellows and lime green 
interiors seem to be a regular theme in 
teen-land).” 

The complete article is viewable here:  
http://tinyurl.com/6e4bay  

The tone of the article is very positive 
and it has inspired me to come up with 
ideas for improving my Teen Library 
space.  I know that the chances of 
getting an entire floor dedicated to YA 
Library services is unlikely (at least in 
the short term) but the article reminded 
me what can and has been done with 
regard to Youth Library services.  I 
was discussing the Tate blog with a 
colleague recently and she said that 
we do need to up our game a bit.  This 
can be a challenge for UK Librarians 
who work with Teens to (where 
possible) push for more space, a 
bigger slice of the budget and more 
support where needed to provide a 
service to Teens to keep them coming 
in! 

* 

Harry Potter Fans up in arms 
 
Apparently Harry Potter fans around 
the world are dismayed at the news 
that Warner Bros. has put back the 
release of the film version of Harry 
Potter and the Half Blood Prince.  No 
official reason has been given apart 
from the desire to make more money 

from a summer release.  There has 
been some speculation that the 
decision was made so that the film 
was not released at the same time that 
Daniel Radcliffe was appearing on 
stage in the play Equus.   

* 
 

Audiobooks and Young People 
 
I recently came across a blog 
focussing on audiobooks for children 
and young adults.  The address is:  
http://audiobooker.blogspot.com/  
I have in the past thought about 
audiobooks, and I listen to them on my 
iPod but have never really sat down 
and considered how they could be 
used with Teens and reluctant 
readers.  Fortunately Mary Burkey (the 
audiobooker blogger) has posted 
some notes from a conference 
entitled:  International Association of 
School Librarians Conference: Beyond 
the Book Session.  If you don’t have 
the time to view the entire site, just 
have a look at the notes as they make 
interesting reading, they are viewable 
here:  http://tinyurl.com/57lqor  

* 

Scrabulous 
 
Now that Scrabulous has disappeared 
from Facebook, Libraries may be able 
to successfully entice teens that 
became addicted to the game online 
by providing access to the board 
games themselves.  This could be 
instrumental in starting up a gaming 
group in the library that is not based 
on IT or expensive tabletop gaming 
systems. 

* 

YLG Conference 
 
This is just a reminder that the YLG 
Conference is coming up in two weeks 
time from the 12th – 14th September in 
Lancaster, I will hopefully see some of 
you there! 

* 

Submissions 
 
If anyone would like to submit an 
article or idea for inclusion in the 
newsletter, please send it to 

teenlib@teenlibrarian.co.uk  
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Eight Questions with…  Susie Cornfield 
 

 
Q1. What made you decide to write 
for Teenagers? 
 
First thing was, I wanted to tell a story. 
A large, dark story in which a main 
character is the random craziness of 
life (and technology). Alongside came 
this busload of other characters 
determined to join in. Also, I wanted to 
shine a torch into certain areas which I 
thought teens might be interested in 
exploring . . .  et voilà, as the 
Japanese are inclined not to say. 
  
Q2. How do you get into the heads 
of your characters? 
 
Tuning in. Like finding a radio station 
on a dial. Like getting to know 
someone more and more - so you 
know what they can or can’t or won’t 
like or do.   
 
Q3. Do you know instinctively what 
will appeal to Teens or is it more a 
hit or miss process? 
 

Happily, a circle of willing victims give 
me feedback. And if I dust off the thick 
old cobwebs, I find I was once a 
teenager with worries (and spots), 
ambitions, and frustrations with adults 
which perhaps, fundamentally, aren’t 
so very different from those of today’s 
teens. 
  
Q4. What is the most satisfying part 
of the writing process for you? 

 
Writing so you forget the time; 
satisfactorily covering blank pages. 
Creating characters and a world, 
which other people can visit and enjoy, 
and then tell you about. Lying down 
and crying when you’ve got everyone 
past the finishing post. (As a publisher, 
it’s creating a book, whose cover and 
innards harmonise with the contents 
and looks good, too). 
  

 
 
 

 
Q5. Do you ever read the works of 
other Teen/YA authors?  If yes what 
can you recommend? 
 
Michael Morpurgo. A powerful poetic 
writer, with great muscle and a great 
tender heart. (If you can, do see his 
War Horse, which returns this autumn 
to the National Theatre. It is stunning, 
in keeping with the book, and a 
fantastic theatrical experience). 
Philip Pullman. Or Sir, as I refer to 
him.  The maestro. 
Melvyn Burgess. Grippingly gritty 
stories. His stories cut into you like 
spicy sausages hot from the bbq. 
Not forgetting: Mark Haddon (The 
Curious Incident...); David Almond 
(The FireEaters); Richmal Crompton, 
the William stories (as read by Martin 
Jarvis who reads an extract from Black 
Light on our website – 
www.dekaydence.com); and the king, 
Robert Louis Stevenson (with whom I 
share a birthday).  
 
Q6. Are any of your novels based 
on personal experiences? 
 
Undoubtedly, added in with research 
and internal combustion of the mind. 
 
Q7. What are you working on at the 
moment? 
 

Green Fire, the sequel to Black Light, 
which comes out in spring, 2009. 
Some songs to go with it. Another 
book about animals. And a few others 
squabbling to be first to get out of my 
head. 
  
Q8. Do you ever do Library visits to 
Teen Reading Groups?  If yes, what 
is the best way to get into contact 
with your or your agent about it? 
 

Am allowed out on occasions. So, 
shout, write, or email. Contact details 
on www.dekaydence.com or 
www.garretbooks.com      

 

http://www.dekaydence.com/
http://www.garretbooks.com/

