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Editorial 
 
Welcome to the (delayed) September 
edition of TLM.  I apologise to those 
readers that were expecting the Gaming 
in Libraries special edition, due to a 
technical problem (I sat on and crushed 
the flash drive that held the only 
completed version of said newsletter) it 
is now unavailable.  I will have it 
recreated for the October deadline, I do 
have some really excellent articles on 
gaming in libraries but there is always 
room for more.  If you run any type of 
gaming group please do not be shy – 
send in a few lines on what you are 
doing and how you are doing it to share 
with your colleagues around the country 
who would really like to start a group but 
are not sure how.  Please e-mail any 
contributions to 
teenlib@teenlibrarian.co.uk  

This month‟s newsletter looks at two 
group ideas that are fairly easy to 
implement and some technology that 
can and in some places has been used 
in libraries.  Holocaust Memorial Day will 
be upon us in January and is a subject 
that can be used for book and group 
discussions.  There is also a link to a UK 
Comic review website and a brief look at 
the DFC. 

** 

T-Shirt design 

Decorating t-shirts is a fun and 
entertaining event that can be run for 
teen (or any age) groups in the library.  
Themes can vary from recreating your 
favourite book cover on a t-shirt to a wild 
manga design (for the manga group) or 
if you have a group of teen volunteers in 
your library they can create their own 
work logo. 

There are two ways in which you can go 
about this, the first is slightly more 
technical, but easier to do.  It involves 
the teens creating their artwork on a 
sheet of paper and then scanning it onto 
a computer and printing it out onto iron-

on transfer paper.  The only downside to 
this is that they would have to take the t-
shirt and printed out transfer home to 
iron the design onto the shirt as setting 
up an ironing board and hot iron in the 
library would possibly violate a health 
and safety law somewhere.  The other 
drawback is that iron-on transfers limit t-
shirt colours to white or very light 
colours as it is very rare to get white ink 
printers. 

Option two is to provide fabric paint, 
although this way of doing it can be 
messier it gives a wider range of options 
for design.  The teens would not be 
limited to an A4 size on the front or back 
of the t-shirt and would also have a 
greater choice of t-shirt colour.  There is 
also a set of fabric crayons available on 
the market that work really well.  The 
downside to painting on fabric is that the 
paints will need time to dry (and space 
to be kept while this occurs), on the plus 
side this could be turned in to a two day 
event that could work really well over 
half-term or the summer holidays. 

Books on t-shirt design include: 
 
Generation T:  108 ways to transform a 
t-shirt by Megan Nicolay 
Embellish your t-shirt by Katie Cole 
99 ways to cut, sew, trim your t-shirt into 
something special by Faith Blakaeney 

** 
 
Connecting through Technology  

Youtube  

Uses – advertise library services, get 
people involved in creating original 
content. 

Get teens to create videos celebrating 
the library and groups that they belong 
to in the library, run video discussion 
groups, enact scenes from books.  
Cosplay is a visual medium that does 
well on youtube. 

www.youtube.com  

** 
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Themed reading groups 

With all the recent advances in 
technology and various non-book 
materials that have entered the library 
service as well as librarians looking at 
non-traditional means of interacting with 
young people books sometimes take a 
back seat to the work we do.  An idea 
that occurred to me, but one that I have 
not had time to try out at present, is the 
setting up and running of genre specific 
reading groups.  At the moment 
Stephanie Meyer is one of the queens of 
teen fiction with her Twilight series about 
vampires and the women who love 
them.  Take a look at:  
http://yavampires.com/ for dozens of 
related titles. 

Fantasy fiction is another massive 
subgenre, starting with J.K. Rowling and 
Christopher Paolini and going back to 
Ursula le Guin with her Earthsea series 
and not forgetting Douglas Hill and 
countless others.  The urban romance 
genre is also growing in popularity.  The 
idea is not to „ghetto-ise‟ readers but to 
gather groups of young people who are 
passionate about what they read and 
are able to talk to others that have 
similar reading tastes, and  once the 
group has become comfortable with 
itself and the librarian, to gradually 
widen their reading horizons and 
possibly your own as well. 

** 

Brisingr 

For those of you that may have missed 
the release of one of the most hyped YA 
novels of the year, Brisingr -  the third 
book in the Inheritance Cycle (formerly 
trilogy) is tipped to be the fastest selling 
book this year.  The novel sold 45 000 
copies on its first day which was 
described as “near Harry Potter-style 
demand”.  Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows sold 2.9 million copies on its 
first day last year. 

** 

Holocaust Memorial Day 2009: Stand 
up to Hatred 27

th
 January 

HMD aims to educate, to commemorate 
and to prompt action against 
discrimination and hatred in our own 
communities today. HMD remembers 
the lives of the six million Jews killed in 
the Holocaust and other victims of Nazi 
racial and social policy including Roma 
& Sinti (Gypsies), Gay men and 

Lesbians, Disabled children and adults, 
Black Germans, Jehovah‟s Witnesses, 
Freemasons and political opponents of 
the Nazi regime. HMD also remembers 
the victims of genocide since the end of 
the Holocaust including those in 
Cambodia, Bosnia and Rwanda and the 
ongoing atrocities in Darfur. HMD 
encourages us all to learn from the past 
to address prejudice and discrimination 
in the present day. 
 
The HMD has an extensive collection of 
book group materials as well as ideas 
for activities based around the 
Holocaust. 
 
http://www.hmd.org.uk  

** 
 
The DFC (David Fickling Comics) 

The DFC is an anthology format, 
subscription only, weekly comic book 
which has been around for 19 weeks 
now.  I have been subscribing since the 
first issue was announced and have 
enjoyed what I have read!  While aimed 
at children there is a definite appeal for 
teenagers and reluctant readers.  
Writers include Philip Pullman (The 
Adventures of John Blake), Kate Brown 
and Emma Vieceli (one of the UK‟s top 
manga creators). 

** 

Comics Village 

I came across this site accidentally 
recently, it is a UK-based comic review 
website aimed predominantly at 
publicising non-mainstream comics.  
This year (2008) saw the launch of the 
manga village section which is 
becoming one of the largest manga 
review sites on the internet. 

www.comicsvillage.com  

** 
Submissions 
 
If anyone would like to submit an article 
or idea for inclusion in the newsletter, 
please send it to 
teenlibraryservice@gmail.com 

** 
 
Subscription to TLM 
 
Subscribing to TLM is free, just send an 
e-mail to: teenlibraryservice@gmail.com 
and ask to be added to the mailing list. 
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